
5. Urban Planning & Design of Urban Corridors 

-  Issue:  Automobile-dominated major street corridors that are generally 
unattractive and inhospitable for people 

- Principles: Human Scale Environment, Definition, Balance, Activity, 
Amenity 

- Strategies: “Street Wall”, Width/Height, Active Frontages, Landscape/
Street Furnishings, Compatible Transitions, Open Spaces      

ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED BY PRACTICES 
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Major Corridor Design Principles 



Human-Scale Environment 



Definition 



Balance 



Activity 



Amenity 



Strategies for Improving  
Major Corridors 



Consistent “Street Wall” 



Balance Street Width and Building Height 



Balance Street Width and Building Height 



Balance Street Width and Building Height 



Street-Facing Active Frontages 



Landscaping and Street Furnishings 



Compatible transitions to adjoining uses 



Create appropriately-scaled open spaces  



6. Contextual Design 
- Issue: Compatibility of new development within established 

neighborhoods, allowing for diversity and harmony 

- Principles: Integration, Quality, Responsiveness, Authenticity   

- Strategies: Setback, Scale, Formal Elements, Stylistic Elements, 
Height, Massing and Transitions 

- Density and Building Types 

- Conservation Areas  

ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED BY PRACTICES 



How to design buildings that maintain and enhance the positive 
design characteristics of the community 

Contextual Design 



Concerning Examples 



Design Principles 



Integration—Blend with existing forms and patterns 



Integration—Blend with existing forms and patterns 



Integration—Blend with existing forms & patterns 



Responsive—Utilize positive features from surrounding context 



Quality—Utilize quality materials and craftsmanship 



Quality—Utilize quality materials and craftsmanship 



Authenticity—Create authentic architecture, not imitation 



Authenticity—Create authentic architecture, not imitation 



Strategies for Contextual Design 



Maintain consistent setbacks & building  
orientation with adjoining buildings 



Maintain consistent setbacks and building orientation 
with adjoining buildings 



Preserve building scale at street frontage  
consistent with adjoining buildings 



Preserve building scale at street frontage  
consistent with adjoining buildings 



Respond to the formal elements in adjoining buildings 



Respond to positive stylistic elements  
that characterize the area 



Respond to positive stylistic elements  
that characterize the area 



Modulate height and massing to create  
gradual transitions 



Modulate height and massing to  
create gradual transitions 



Modulate height and massing to  
create gradual transitions 



Density and Building Types 



Density: Two homes at Single-Family Scale  
(10-15 units/acre) 



Density: Townhouses  
(15-25 units/acre) 



Density: Stacked Homes at Townhouse Scale 
(20-40 units/acre) 



Density: Car Court 
(20-35 units/acre) 



Density: Car Court 
(55 units/acre) 



Density: Stacked Flats over parking, 2-4 Stories 
(40-65 units acre) 



Density: Stacked Flats over Parking: 3-5 Stories 
(45-105 units/acre) 



Density: Stacked Flats over Parking: 6-8 Stories 
(75-120 units/acre) 



Density: Stacked Flats: 8+ Stories 
(80+ units/acre) 



Conservation Areas 



Where the General Plan Addresses Conservation Areas 
City Planning & Community Investment Department, Urban Form Division 

•  
• 

• 
• 



Conservation Areas are different from Historic Districts 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

City Planning & Community Investment Department, Urban Form Division 



Contextual Examples 

Mission Meridian Village, South Pasadena 



Plaza Ramona, Palo Alto 

Contextual Examples 



Paseo Nuevo, Santa Barbara 

Contextual Examples 




